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STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS 
Ninth Report - “Interim Report on the Balga Works Inquiry: Request for a Member of the Legislative Assembly 

to Appear Before the Committee” 
Resumed from 18 September on the following motion moved by Hon Giz Watson - 

That the report do lie upon the table and be adopted and agreed to. 

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon George Cash):  Order of the day 476 relates to the Standing Committee on 
Estimates and Financial Operations’ “Interim Report on the Balga Works Inquiry: Request for a Member of the 
Legislative Assembly to Appear Before the Committee”, and its consideration of the recommendation, which is 
in the following terms - 

The committee recommends that the Legislative Council requests the Legislative Assembly grant leave 
to Mr Trevor Sprigg MLA to give evidence before the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial 
Operations appointed to inquire into the memorandum of understanding between Balga Senior High 
School and the Manufacturing Industry Training Services Pty Ltd, if he thinks fit. 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [9.03 pm]:  I do not really have much of a role in 
this matter, Mr Deputy President, other than to bring the matter on as I indicated I would after the committee 
chairperson introduced the committee’s report and it was tabled yesterday in Parliament.  The government does 
not have a view one way or the other on this matter, but we are influenced by the fact that the committee has 
made a recommendation and a request, and obviously the government wants to see the committee’s work 
proceed.  I indicate that the government will neither support nor oppose the motion in this house. 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [9.03 pm]:  By way of explanation I will provide a little more 
information about the interim report.  The inquiry into the Balga Works program is proceeding and I am not at 
liberty to discuss any of the deliberations occurring within the committee, but suffice it to say that we had 
communication, which is appended to this report, from the member for Murdoch, Trevor Sprigg, MLA, 
requesting to appear before the committee.  The committee considered that request and decided that the 
appropriate way to deal with the request was to request that the member appear using standing order 423.  That 
process means that we need to send a message to the Assembly, and it is then in the hands of the other place to 
decide whether it gives leave for that member to appear before the committee.  That is the reason for proceeding 
in this way.  I seek the support of the house for the message to be conveyed to the Assembly.  The reason the 
committee seeks the assistance of both the Leader of the Opposition and the Leader of the House is so that, if 
possible, the member will be able to appear before the committee early next week.  That is the reason the 
committee is trying to deal with it relatively quickly, because we have quite a tight reporting time for this 
inquiry.  I ask for the assistance of the house to facilitate the work of the committee in that way. 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [9.05 pm]:  The opposition 
supports the proposal put forward by the committee, and I indicate that the process followed by the committee in 
seeking a ruling from the President was, in my view, a very sensible way to proceed with this matter.  Having 
not had a chance to read the ruling in great detail, I nevertheless commend it to members because it is quite an 
interesting ruling on an issue that does not arise very often.  The conclusion is that we do not need to go down 
the path recommended by the committee, but I think it is a very appropriate way to go, and that this house should 
request the Legislative Assembly to give one of its members the capacity to appear before a Legislative Council 
committee.  That seems to me to be a far better way than simply having the member turn up as a witness, so the 
opposition is quite happy to agree with the recommendation and looks forward to hearing, in due course, what 
that evidence might contain. 

Question put and passed. 
 


